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Italian Cars Specialists
Services, Repairs, Maintenance
Air-con Regas, Diagnostics
Road simulator & Economy Tuning
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Dent Removal, Colour Coding & Spraying
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Of Shows and Races |

Cancours Italiana had Alfa Romee as the
featured marque this year. George
Shipway visited the event as well as
Pebble Beach Concours de ‘Elegance
and the Monterey Historic races. (14-16
August 1998)

paving public and co-operative

paricipants are the words that come ta
mired when describing the thres classic car
evenis hald in the Monterey vicinly.

Concowrs lmkano takes place at Quail
Ladge Golf Club and Resort, Carmel on the
Friday, Pebbis Eeach is on the Sunday, a
the famed 18" hole fainsay next I he Lodge
Hotal and the Monterey Hisioric races al
Laguna Seca Raceway, which is on the
Salinas road some miles out of Maonlessy,
cover all three days.

I eonjunclion with these thres evenls
there are also three major auctions. The
Monierey Sports Car Auction ig haid in
Monterey on Friday and Saturday night, the
Brooks Auction | held st Quail Lodge an
Friday night, @nd Chrisfies Auction is held at
Pabble Beach on Sunday night. The
Blackhawk exposilion which is a high dasa
galing operation (s &t Pebble Beach for al
fhres dEyE,

As you can imagine there is simply an
overdosa of the most exodle ciaesic
machinery In the waorld, mos! of which s
restared o an wnbefievably high standard

At Concours ltaligno Alfia Romeo wias the
featured margque and what a splendid amay
there was: Type 33 Le Mans;, Type 33
Stradale: thres BC 2000 &; four BC 1750 G5,
two BC 2300; thres 6C 2500, seven 1900
55; one P3, one 6C 3000 OM. numercus
Givlietla Spiders & Sprints; 2600 Spider &
Speint; BGTA; TZ1; mostly everything right up
to mid-eighties GTVES

Other featured marques were Ferrari,
heaseratl, Lambowrghini, Fiat, De Tomass,

sr!.rla, organisation, major sponsarship,

+

Fiat, |s0, Abarth, Siata, Lancla, making for a
total of some 400 cars on display.

Any vehicle with an ltalian heritage is
weleomed so thers was @ touring bodied
Pepaso, VB engined 1502 and De Tomaso's,
Citroen SM's wilh the Masaral's, elc,

The weather was misly mitally but
caared arownd middsay which is faidy usual
for the Monterey area.

Ramp activity included a small setaction
of cars from sach marque with driver
camment, a fashion show, an Qpera
performance and the Femar Cwners Club
Concours awards.

Special guests for the ramp addivily
included Kaith Martin, edifor of Sports Car
magazine, as host, Kjell Quabe, Carmral
Shelby, Stifing Moss, David E Davis,
Guigiare Jor., Penini Jnr, the owner of
farmer Maserati factory collection, Ingorsd,
Walier De Siva, Sergia Scagliet,
Lamborghini Jnr., plus current Fiaf and
Lamborghini bosses,

Highlights of the event for me Includad
faur Mazerati 5000 5T plus one AB G2000
Spider, Alfa Romeo BC 2800 MM Splder,
seging legendary names in person, nUmber
of Alfa Romeos presant, condition espacially
paintwork of the top cars (parlicularly
Ferrari), professlonalism, style and
commentary. Mmor negative impressgions
included an onslaught of new Lamborghinis
(30 Diablos!l}, prominent Ferar of San
Francisco and Beverley Hills Ferrarl sponaor
signs and thefr being acknowledged as
having preppad some af the winning cars, a
Daytona Spéder and 275GTE4).

Dider Maseratis and Lamborghinis are
way behind Ferraris in terms of money spent
and consequently condition. Cider Farraris
on display included five 330 GTC, one 365
GTC, one 275 GTS, one 330 GTS, seven
246 Dino, thifeen 365 GTE4, five GTC 4,
one 330 P4, one 250 LM, two Spider
Calfornia, three Lusso, seven 275 GTB, four
280 GT, five 330 57, one 365 GT2+2, one



400 Super America, and two 212 5. Thens
must have been at least 60-70 308s, Boxers
and T Rs fram the mid-sevenlies omvards
which | .did not bother to [ook at plus e
inevitable F40 and FSO,

A& conspicuous absentes was a 250 GTOD
Ferrar. Maserati and Lamborghinl wers
mich less in number bt also had carain
excaeplionalolder models on display inchuding
Jarama and Miura),

Many De Tomszso Panteras were on
dizplay, quite 8 number axtensivaly modified
with 420 PIC motors and the like, tut only a
handfui of Mangustas.

Parts and services offored by the various
wendars around the show field wers very
expensive,

Best of show is chosen by represanta-
fives of the exhibiting car clubs voling thedr
sedacton and this process gave nae to fwo
Alfas in the top three, a 1933 BC 2500 in first
and 1931 6C 1750 GS in the runner up spat,
A 1867 leo Grifo was third. AH three cars
ware stunning examgles and deserved win-
ners having bean redone bo an-exceplionally
high standard,

On Saturday it was off to the Hisiorc
Races at Laguna Seca where S0 years of
Pargche was the highlight. | heve never ssen
as many 811a and 355a in one place bafore,
The speclel corral set aside for them was
simply crammed!! Some 350 cars take part
in the races which nun over Saturday and
Sunday with Friday being devoled o
practice. The cdast entrywes 8 1844 Ford T
racer and the newast a 1587 Porsche 982,
Every racing fan will find something to his
taste as the spread is vaslt covering all
categories except post war Formule Cne.
Alfa Rameo P3 and BC, Bugatt typa 35 and
36, Jaguar C and D types, Femars,
Maseralis, Corvetttes, Cobras, Shelby
Mustangs, ERA, Talbot Lago, Bentley, Allard,
Aston Martin, Deishaye, Ford GT40 plus an
absolute plethora of Porsche wera o ba
seen both on the frack and in the race car
paddock. Parsche of Gesmany supplied 24

cars ranging from the sarliest 356 prototype
to 8 862 protolype and most of these took
part i a speclal parade lap, Chrysler who
ware the major sponsar af the Morleray
Hisioric Races had a display of their 200
madels ranging from the 1956 C310 to the
[al=et 30004, Seven 10 lap races are held an
both Saturday and Sunday with different
compelitors In each, Racing is nof
particutarly close with a lof of competitors
concemed about prodecting their megabuck
paint jobs and an unequal spraad of cars in
i race. Fof exampla in race 24 on
Salurday an ERA was g0 much guicker than
thi rest of the field that il was embarrassing.
Siill it was an absolute delight to see Ford
GT40s, Porsche §17s and the varous Can
Am cars driven on the frack in angar. The
Porsche 550 Spiders and 356 Carreras are
super fittle machines but the real jawal b the
Abarth Carrera of which no less than 5 were
preaent, [Fwas cartainly a good weakend for
Porsche fans!!

Most racing beams are very well squipped
with big closed fully equipped trailers. Some
even have balcony areas on fop! Ulira frucks
Fave their own floos liles, garebos and tents
and thelr trucks and lrailers ook ke
Concowrs contenders; they are thal clean
and shiny, What a spectacie! Sadly the Ultra
Reces with the Can Am cars, the Porsche
834/3/8e and the Shelby Musiangs were on
the Sunday which meant 2 clash with the
Febble Baach event. Some people managed
to wvisit both but distance and crowds
dissuaded ma from making sny such
attempt.

On Bunday moming after an sary sfan
the Pabbie Beach dream became & reality
walking from the public parking passsd
Christies and the Blackhawk Expasition down
ta ihe Lodge area was an sducation because
ane could ses the closed traneporters which
had brought most of the cars. [t looked Bke a
frecking operation with a huge fiesd fulled o
capacity with horses and trailers!| Some 180
cars are on show al Pebble Beach all



carsfully arrayed in specially demarcated
aregs on fhe superbly such lawns, The
standard of vehicle is guite simply mind-
blawing!! Evary cir has gizaming, ripple free
paintwark, fiewiese interics and engine bay
and exquisite atiention to delad. They are
jewellike and | was breathless with
admiration. Quite & number of cars are for
display purpogss only, nol actuslly Concous
entranis.

&l the greal marques are present,
Bugattl, Alfa Romeo, Mercedss Benz,
Hispano Suiza, Bentley, Rolls Royoe, Ferrar,
Maserati Stulz, Mercer, Chrysler, Detahayea,
Jaguar, Franklin, Dable, Horch, Lambarghini,
Lancia, Facel Vega, Bizzannl, Delage and
this year's festured marques Minerva and
Parsche, 12 and 20 care respactively. Each
clzss has a special team aof Judges, all of
wham are spacialists in the cars they are
judging. A ook &t @ judging sheet revealed
that 20 points are allocaled to “colour
balance harmony  elegances’, This s

abwvinusly 2 subjective evaluztion and what
determines the winners from the |osers
because as far as condition end cleanliness

gre concemed, every car |5 @ 100 paoint
gxample.

Ramp activity bagins with & parade of
elegance featuring sehecied cars from the
field and thes the variows classes &re
paraded in third, second and first place
oider, Best of show B chosen by secret
ballot of chief ciass judges from the cless
winnars and |z the last presentation of the
day. After that if's the drive of a lifetime back
iothe traitars!l  Everything aboul the even
iz classy and formal with the Judaas aitired in
dark blue blazers: the four ladies presenting
the awards clad in maiching outhis, The
professional  cemmentary  of Paul
Wondenberg, the [wve band In the
background, the Alfa tani, oné memaorabilia
tent selling sslected iterms and the wonderful
array of cars an the manicurad lawns.

Pabble Besch is an ullra experience. The
sight of the most classic machinery in the
world, preparad to beyond perfection and
displayad in an kdyllic setting will live with ms
for many years to come. If you are Concours
oriantatad this event cannot be missed!
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WANTED _

All makes and Models
VINTAGE, CLASSIC & SPORTS CARS]
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